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3. Easter, Ascension, Whitsun and the Essential 
Nature of the Foundation Stone of the Christmas 

Conference of 1923/24 

The Foundation Stone of the General Anthroposophical Society, which 
was laid into the hearts and souls of the anthroposophists who were present \ 
at the time, was formed by Rudolf Steiner at the Christmas Conference of \ 

I 
1923/24 out of the Father-forces rising from the depths, the Son-forces j 
working in the periphery, and the Spirit-forces descending from the 1 

heights. Through this profound Mystery-deed, an altogether new rela- I 
tionship of the macrocosmic forces working within man (the thoughts of 
the Spirit revealed in the human head, Christ working in the heart, and the . .__ 
will of the Father fulfilled in the deeds of the limbs)33 was made openly .t-1 V'} {;, 
manifest, a relationship which, il.i,we have seen, arose for the first time as a ___,:-< 
result of the event of the third and final stage of Christ's union-, (.. 

35 
, 'with the stream ofEarthly Being'. Hence we may say: this new form of 
. interaction between the principal forces of the macrocosm, which came 
about as a result of the first Whitsun and was made manifest at the 
Christmas Conference, reveals to us the path to an understanding of the 
deep inner connection existing between the laying of the Foundation 
Stone of the new Mysteries and what has already been described in some --
detail in previous chapters regarding the three stages of the penetration of 
Christ, the Sun Being, into Earth-existence. This connection is something 
that we need to study here at greater length. As a point of departure we 
may take the communication of spiritual science that the principles of 
Father, Son and Spirit in our cosmos are represented above all by the 
activity of the three divine-spiritual Hierarchies. This means that we may 
speak of a threefold change in the activity of the higher Hierarchies, which 
came about in connection with the Christ Being's passing through the 
Mystery of Golgotha, the Ascension and Pentecost. 

/ Thus through the Mystery of Golgotha the highest Hierarchy of the 
· Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones, which represents the Father-principle 

in our cosmos, was enabled to work out of the depths of the Earth not only 
in a 'natural way', forming its solid, liquid and gaseous elements from 
within outwards,36 but also in the manner that it works and weaves in its 
own sphere, that of whence it fashions and holds sway over 
the whole moral order of the cosmos. As a result of this, the Earth's natural 
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order is in our time ever preparing to become a moraLorc:ler, which on. 
-Jupiter will also become physically visible. This change in the ty of the 

First Hierarchy can also be expressed as follows. When the First Hierarch\· 
works directly, as it does in the sphere of the fixed stars, it in 
the fashioning of a purely moral world-order, and when it works in thf 
manner if a riflection, 'as an echo', it makes possible the arising of a natural 
world order, for then its forces, in descending from the heights, are, so to 
speak, reflected in the depths by what has within the Earth (and within 
man) already succumbed to death and has therefore become inaccessible to 
its understanding37 (that is, has ceased to be 'transparent' for its forces). 

We can also discern something similar with respect to the. 
Hierarchy of the Dominions, Mights and Powers, which represents the 
Son:::pniiciple-iri'oiifco·siiios. The sphere of its original activity, where ii 
participates with the First Hierarchy in the fashioning of the 'moral cos-
mos', is that of the Sun. There it can directly unfold all its creative forces. Ir: 
the Earth's surroundings, however, its activity until the Turning Point o:-
Time comes only indirectly to expression: thus it is chiefly the Powers (the 
Spirits of Form) who reveal themselves through the Sun's light anc 
warmth; it is especially the Mights (the Spirits of Movement) who revei: 
themselves through the music of the spheres (the chemical or sound ether. 
proceeding from the Sun and planets; and finally, it is the Dominions (the 
Spirits ofWisdom) who reveal themselves through the life-forces (the life 
ether) radiating from the Sun. Consequently, all the three kinds of Spirits or 
the Second Hierarchy work in the Earth's surroundings not as they work ir.t 
their own region of the Sun in a 'natural way' but through the mediatio11 oi 
the four varieties of world-ether,38 in so far as the possibility of direct (i.e. 
moral) activity in the Earth's surroundings has remained closed to them on 
account of the presence there of death-forces, which by their nature haYe. 
as we have seen, always been inaccessible to their understanding. 

This state of affairs has, however, changed in a fundamental way since 
the Mystery of Golgotha and the Ascension. For through His union in the 
Ascension with the Sun-aspiring human etheric body, Christ laid the 
foundation for the forming in the Earth's surroundings of that 'etheric ring· 
which, in Rudolf Steiner's words, is already today the beginning of the 

---- Earth's transforn1ation into a new Sun.39 In an esoteric sense this n1eans "' 
that as a result of the event of the Ascension all three kinds of spirits of the 
Second Hierarchy have now acquired the possibility of working in the 
Earth's surroundings, or-to be more precise-in the 'etheric ring' " 
encircling the Earth, not merely in a 'natural way', through the mediation 
of the world-ether, but also directly, as they have hitherto worked only in 
their own realm, in the sphere of the Sun. In so far as people living on the 
Earth are concerned, such a change in the manner in which the Second 
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Hierarchy works within Earth-existence is also of immense significance for 
them. For now the forces of this Sun Hierarchy can penetrate even to 
man's etheric heart, so that he can, in Rudolf Steiner's words, gradually learn 
to speak of 'an inner Sun' and ' ... to recognize that his own being that 
walks the Earth is led by the Sun.'40 

Finally, we can also observe a similar fundamental change in the realm of 
the Third of the yvhich repre-
sents the principle cosmos. According to 
science these kinds of .. since olden times, 
worked in human evolution not so much outwardly, in the forming of 
earthly nature, as within earthly beings themselves and above all within 
man. Thus through their influence upon man's astral body the Angels 
become the guides and guardians of individual human beings. Through 
their influence upon man's etheric body the Archangels become the leaders 
of the various peoples, while the Archai, through an influence which 
extends even to man's physical body, become the guides of whole his-
torical epochs. With regard to the soul-life of man, these three categories of 
spiritual beings work formatively upon man's thinking, feeling and will and 
have determined to a significant degree-especially in former times-his 
whole soul-configuration. They have received the impulses for this activity 
from' higher Hierarchies, who in the present cycle of evolution do not as 
yet work directly upon man's inner nature."n As Rudolf Steiner says: 
'Guidance on the part of the higher Hierarchies is manifested in accordance 
with their powers, and to begin with it is the lowest who participate 
therein. Matters of earthly evolution are conducted in such a way that-
although high beings (of the Second Hierarchy), and even the highest (the 
First Hierarchy), are active within it-they entrust the execution of certain 
tasks* to the Angels, Archangels and Archai who serve them, so that it is 
they who are the first to enter into earthly evolution. '42 

With the approach to the Turning Point of Time, however, it came 
about that, as the death-forces introduced into human evolution by Lucifer 
and Ahriman became ever stronger, the higher Hierarchies-'even the 
very highest'-gradually lost all their capacity of influencing human souls 
through the mediation of beings of the Third Hierarchy (see Rudolf 
Steiner's words quoted on p. 199) and thus of rightly leading humanity in 
future to its intended goal. But when Christ had passed through the 
Mystery of Golgotha, through the Ascension and, finally, through the 
event ofPentecost, and was able as a consequence to send the Holy Spirit 
from the heights down to the heads of the people whose hearts he had thus 

* Earlier in the same lecture, Rudolf Steiner speaks of how these 'tasks' have particularly 
been concerned \Vith influencing man's inner being. 
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entered, it again became possible for beings of the Third Hierarchy to gain 
access to the inner being of each human individual. Since t]:le first Pen-
tecost, therefore, the Holy Spirit that works within man has also been that 
power which connects human beings with the sphere of the Third 
Hierarch¥ and, through it, with the higher Hierarchies, 'even the very 
highest' _-n As a consequence of this new situation, it will in the future 
become evident that beings of the Third Hierarchy, in penetrating people's 
inner being through the mediation of the Holy Spirit, the bearer of the 
new consciousness, will be able to exert their influence upon man not only 
as was the case in deep antiquity, when such an influence was akin to a 
natural force which arose out of necessity in the depths of the soul, but will 
henceforth be able to work within man without extinguishing his clear, 
waking ego-consciousness, that is to say, while fully preserving his indi-
vidual freedom. 

Thus from our time onwards it is possible for all those who are, in the 
words of the Gospel, 'men of good will'++ gradually to evolve towards a 
new, fully conscious and completely free communion with the Gods. For 
only on this path will they be able to form the foundation of a truly moral 
order in their souls which then can be extended to social relationships as a 
whole. 

So we may see that, as a result of the Mystery of Golgotha and the 
events of the Ascension and of Pentecost that followed, it became possi-
ble for all three Hierarchies to work not only 'naturally' but also in a moral 
way directly into Earth-existence. Through this, the entire Earth is gradu-
ally prepared for the time when it will become the moral Sun of the world, a 
new 'cosmos of love' at whose foundation there will lie a purely moral 
world order, in the same way that at the foundation of our present Earth, 
which is a 'cosmos of wisdom', there lies a natural world order. Man was 
originally placed into this natural world order so that he might, through 
coming to know and master it, win for himself true inner freedom. This 
process of development has, to a significant degree, come to fulfilment in 
our epoch, as confirmed by the fact that it was possible for the Christmas 
Foundation Meeting to take place among humanity-an event which in 
its esoteric nature is none other than a call from the spiritual world itself 
to all 'men of good will' for a new partnership with the Gods, for a 
conscious participation in the fashioning of the new cosmos of freedom 
and love! 

If we now recall that, according to Zeylmans van Emmichoven, the 
'dodecahedral Foundation Stone oflove'-+5 was formed by RudolfSteiner at 
Christmas 1923 out of the forces of all three Hierarchies, we can come 
significantly closer to an understanding of the very core of the Christmas 
Conference. Furthermore, we may then truly feel, with all the forces of our 
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being, the inner impulse to aspire towards laying in our hearts this 
Foundation Stone, which in its hierarchic aspect corresponds to the new 
moral order of the cosmos and in its human aspect to that moral order 
which every man must establish in his own soul as the moral order of Christ, if 
he wishes to work in the modern world in the spirit of the new Christian 
Mysteries. 

We can, however, enter into a still deeper understanding of the esoteric 
essence of the Foundation Stone of the Christmas Conference. For this 
purpose we need to return to the three stages of the Christ Being's union 
with Earth-existence, and examine them from another viewpoint. Let us 
now turn to the first of these stages. This first stage is, as we have seen, the 
Mystery of Golgotha itself. Rudolf Steiner characterizes it in a quite special 
way in his lectures on the Fifth Gospel: 'With the death of jesus there was 
born for the Earth what had previously pervaded only the regions beyond it: 
an all-prevailing love, cosmic love ... Something was born for the Earth 
that had formerly existed only in the cosmos at the moment when Jesus of 
Nazareth died on the Cross. The death ofjesus ofNazareth was the birth of 
the all-prevailing cosmic love within the earthly sphere.'46 Thus the first 
stage is 'the birth if the all-prevailing love within the earthly sphere'-Ex Deo 
nascimur. And this cosmic love is what lives and weaves in that astral Christ-
light which flowed into Earth-existence from the Cross on Golgotha, for , 
'light is love' (seep. 141).47 Concerning this light oflove, Rudolf Steiner 
goes on to say that it will in future become etheric and then physical. Then 
the whole Earth will shine forth in the universe like a Sun of love which 
will gradually become the creative centre of a new cosmos, the 'cosmos of 
love' which is referred to in the last chapter of Occult Science. Such is the 
esoteric aspect of the Mystery of Golgotha. For 'the Event of Golgotha is a 
free cosmic deed which springs from universal love and can be compre-
hended only by human love.'48 

Let us now consider the second stage. It consists, as we have seen, in that 
human etheric bodies were permeated by the Christ-force in such a way 
that those parts of man's etheric body which have received this force into 
themselves no longer dissolve in the world-ether (i.e. they are not subject 
to death as individual etheric bodies but are preserved in the sur-
roundings forming the 'etheric ring' to which we have already referred). 
However, such a metamorphosis of the etheric body can take place only if 
man really embodies in himself the principle In Christo morimur-In Christ -·-
death becomes life. Only in this case can the human etheric body acquire the 
new life-forces which Christ has granted and which enable it to avoid 
succumbing to death in the vast etheric spaces of the universe. But in what 
does this process of endowing man's etheric body with life-forces consist? "'* 
What are life-forces for the etheric body? These forces are the World 
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Imaginations, those imaginations out of which it builds up and restores the 
physical body in the course of earthly life.B 

Rudolf Steiner considers this theme in particular detail in the lecture of 
21 April 1924, where he describes the gradual forming of man's etheric 
body by the Moon teachers of wisdom from the forces of the entire pla-

( 

netary system, in the course of which the substance of the etheric body is 
drawn from the Moon-sphere surrounding the Earth and is then indivi-
dualized through the forces of the entire planetary system being imprinted 
upon it, forces which then become the foundation for the soul-physical 
human faculties that would subsequently develop therein: speech, move-
ment, wisdom, love, soul-warmth and protective forces. Rudolf Steiner 
characterizes this process in the lecture indicated as follows: 'Everything 
that happens on the Moon-which also, moreover, happens in order that 
man might rightly acquire the forces that he needs for building up his 
etheric body-depends upon the results of arrived at by beings 
on the Moon, who, so to speak, live on the Moon and examine from there 
the wandering stars of our planetary system that surrou;;-a them: Mercury, 
Sun, Moon and so forth.' 50 It is clear from this that 'observation' and 
'examination' (at another point in the same lecture Rudolf Steiner speaks 
of 'contemplation' and 'beholding') relate to the Moon teachers receiving 
wisdom from out of the planetary spheres of World Imaginations, which they 
then imprint upon the newly formed human etheric body. In the course of 

( 
his earthly life, man then augments these World Imaginations with human 

initiation) come as 
his living memory, as the imaginative panorama of his past earthly life. 

Th;;-;;-a-.;holewe-may sa:y:·· the 1iliillan-etheric.bod)' .. 1s-pr1marlly 
-- bearer of W odd and human Imaginations. However, by the time of the 

Mystery of Golgotha, the darkening brought about by Ahriman in the 
spiritual world adjacent to the Earth, together with his direct influence 
upon the forming of man's etheric body before its descent into the earthly 
world, had reached such an intensity51 that theW odd Imaginations, drawn 

\-" from the planetary spheres, were no longer equal to the task of preserving 
"'-.. man's etheric body from gradually drying up. Thus the human etheric 

body was in need of a stream of new, far more in life-forces, far more 
powerful W odd Imaginations, and this became possible through the 

--Ascension of Christ that followed His deed on Golgotha, through His 
union with the etheric bodies of human beings and their permeation with 

t , - the archetypes of the imaginations themselves,52 that is, with the forces of the 
t&"" world ofBuddhi, the world of Archetypes, which form these imaginations. 

This process can, however, also be considered from the standpoint of 
evolution. Of fundamental importance here is Rudolf Steiner's indication 

yc--". that the ancient wisdom of mankind (that is, the clairvoyant experience of 
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the World Imaginations) was associated with the fact that man's etheric 
body extended in olden times far beyond his physical head. Only from the 
middle of the Atlantean epoch did there begin the slow process of the 
etheric body's entry into the physical body, which was accompanied by the 
gradual loss by human beings of their old atavistic clairvoyance, of the old 
wisdom, of any real possibility of inwardly experiencing World Imagina-
tions. Because of this the whole of humanity was confronted at the time of 
the events of Palestine by the possibility of finally losing all connection 
with the old wisdom, and hence with its source-the divine-spiritual 
worlds themselves. But evolution took a further course; and it was through 
the wisdom of world rulership that the process which had its beginning in 
the middle of the Atlantean epoch found its turning-point at the time of 
the events of Palestine. For 'at the moment when Christ appeared, the 
etheric body began again to depart .. .',53 that is, depart from the physical 
body. However, in order that this process might serve the good of man-
kind, the etheric body was not allowed to be drawn without wisdom, - · 
without World Imaginations, into the outer spiritual world; it was not V · 
allowed to go there deprived of life-forces(5} For, as has been already 
observed, imaginations are the element oflife for the etheric body. Hence 
' ... it was necessary for an impulse to come to the Earth whereby the 
dwindling store of ancient wisdom might be replenished and new life 
instilled into the etheric body ... And it was Christ who brought it, who 
brought this life to [man's] etheric body'.55 Thus we can say: only through 
such an enlivening of human etheric bodies did it become possible for the 
'etheric ring' to form around the Earth; and it is this which is discerned by 
the clairvoyant consciousness of the initiate as the sum of life-permeated 
W odd-human Imaginations. 

In conclusion, let us turn to the third stage of Christ's union with Earth-
existence. In order rightly to understand this we first need to examine in 
greater detail the process of spiritual reflection that is associated with it and 
which has already been described above; and in order that we may gain 
insight into this we shall take as our starting-point the essential nature of the 
old form of initiation, the culmination of which was the immersing of the 
neophyte in a three-day, deathlike sleep in the temple. Until this moment 
the astral body had been prepared in such a way that organs of clairvoyance 
gradually developed within it; and through this it became able to have 
spiritual experiences. But in order that these experiences might be brought 
to consciousness within the pupil, it was necessary for all the new content ' 
that had been acquired by the astral body to be imprinted upon the etheric 
body. For this purpose the three-day, deathlike sleep in the temple was 
required, so that during this time not only the astral body (as is the case 
during sleep) but also the etheric body (as in death) was drawn to a 
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significant degree out of the physical. The significance of this somewhat 
dangerous procedure was that the content of the astral body was reflected 
in the course of its penetration into the field of ego-consciousness not by 
the physical body, as is the case with an ordinary man in everyday life, but 
by the etheric body, through which a man can consciously experience the 
world of Imaginations. A similar process takes place in modern initiation 
when, with the aid of exercises in meditation and concentration, a certain 
weakening of the connection between the etheric and physical bodies is 
called forth, and by this means, though now on a purely inner path, the same 
results are attained.56 Hence in both cases, albeit on altogether different 
paths, there is a transfer of the riflective capacity of the physical body to the etheric 
body. The consequence of this is that it is not the dead, shadowy thoughts 
reflected by the physical body which enter the field of ego-consciousness 

-. but the living thoughts reflected by the etheric body, and these have the 
capacity of bringing to human consciousness the facts and events of the 
spiritual worlds. 

Something similar, though on a macrocosmic plane, takes place at the 
third stage of Christ's union with Earth-existence. The 'etheric ring' that 
surrounds the Earth and which reflects the astral Christ-light, wherein is 
contained the substance of world Love, transforms the light in the process I of reflection into a stream of spiritualized, life-filled World Thoughts, into 

'

• a stream of the purest Intelligence which, as riflected light, is that element in 
i which the Spirit lives and weaves.57 And in these World Thoughts in 

which the Spirit works and weaves, the soul can now awaken-ifit brings 
to them its own thoughts which have been spiritualized and enlivened by 
spiritual science, that is, human thoughts such as are truly capable of gaining 
access to the World Thoughts and, hence, of bringing the human soul to a 
real experience of the Spirit-impulse, to a true awakening in the Spirit, to a 
true Whitsun festival: Per Spiritum Sanctum reviviscimus- 'In the world-
thoughts of the Spirit the soul awakens.' 

And so, in these three stages of the union of the Christ Being with Earth-
existence, which came to expression in the events of Easter, Ascension and 
Pentecost, we may find the source of those forces which work in the 

I earthly sphere as the substance of World Love, as life-bestowing World 
Imaginations, as light-bearing World Thoughts, which man can approach 
in experience only through inwardly generating spiritualized human 
thoughts, human imaginations and human love, as inner organs of knowledge. 

If we now return to considering the essential nature of the Foundation 
Stone of the Christmas Conference, we may say: the 'dodecahedral Ima-
gination-form of Love' ,58 which was for the first time laid into the hearts 
and souls of anthroposophists at the Christmas Conference as the Foun-
dation Stone of the General Anthroposophical Society, was formed by 
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Rudolf Steiner from the three forces of World Love, which can be ) .J,-
comprehended only by human love; World Imaginations, which can be )f:J 
made alive only by human imaginations; and World Thoughts, which can 
be united only by spiritualized human thoughts-or, in other words, from 
the forces of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost. 

Rudolf Steiner characterizes this 'dodecahedral Stone ofLove'59 on the 
second day of the Christmas Conference, 25 December 1923, during the 
Mystery of the laying of the Foundation Stone, as follows: 'Then the 
Foundation Stone will light up before the eye of our soul-that Foun-

- :f tv-€ dation Stone which receives its substance from World-human Love; its 
living picture-quality:60 its form, from World-human Imagination; and its 

t 0 (I / resplendent hght, wh1eh whenever we remember th1s present moment can 
radiate towards us with light which is warm but which awakens our 

fir 1 activity, our thinking, our feeling and our will, from World-human 
Thoughts.'61 

'That good may become ... ' what we from the forces of Pentecost, 
which awaken our thinking, from the forces of Ascension, which enliven 
our feeling, and from the forces ofEaster, which permeate our will, wish to 
bring through our deeds into the world, for the good of mankind's 

f,?J. development.' 
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