
From Summer Solstice to St. John’s-Tide 

Cosmic Rapture Grounded in Jubilant Hearts 
 

  

Understanding the evolving human consciousness,  

we move from ecstatic-ritual into Heart-Thinking  
 

To pass the test of Summer we will explore many questions:    

 

 

 

 

 

 How do we stand wakefully within the sublime mysteries of the Summer-Tide,  

    to consciously embody ‘the spiritual wisdom of the gods’?  
 

 Who is the mysterious Archangel of Summer?   

 

 Who is the ‘John’ of St. John’s-Tide?  
 

 What is the mystery of the Dragon-fly, & other elemental beings? 

  

Together we will work to strengthen our true “I” 

Enlivening our will forces  

with various social-artistic exercises 
  

  





St. John the Baptist  

 

You herald spirit, by the Father's grace, Abiding witness to the Light of Lights,  

Look on our seeking.  
 

All we have done on the earth that left its trace, And all we say sounds on for spirit ears.  

Help at our judging.  
 

Baptizer of the waking soul, lead out, Our lives from barren conflict in the dark  

Into Christ's presence.  
  

Let sound the music of your faithful heart, Prophet of old, and days to come, 

For the brotherhood of all, In the Glory of Christ.  
 

~Adam Bittleston 'Meditative Prayers for Today'  





















Substance of Earth 

Essence of Light 

Grace of Heaven  

In Us Unite  



From “The Spiritual Communion of 

Humankind” ~Rudolf Steiner: 

“Every year at Midsummer, an offering 

must be made to the spiritual beings 

of the cosmos in gratitude for the 

thoughts they bestow on humanity;  

& for the gift from the Sun of our 

Higher “I”. If we forget to give this 

recognition, if we forget that we are 

connected to source, it is all too easy 

for the Luciferic powers to invade our 

thinking & we are then permeated by 

these false powers of light.  

We can avoid this if we are mindful  

of how the Upper Gods have given us 

our altruistic thoughts & inspirations. 

And so at the Midsummer season  

we can let our thoughts flow back  

to them again, like a song of gratitude 

to the Gods.”  











“In Summer the process of out-breathing is  
at its height. The earth has given its soul to  
the cosmos…the soul of the earth strives toward  
the stars, it wants to know about the life of the 
stars and planets. And, in its own way, it is most 
united with the movements of the stars, through 
the light of the Summer Sun at St. John’s time.    
~Rudolf Steiner, ‘Man’s Being, His Destiny, and World-Evolution’ 











Substances are Densified 

Errors Judged & Rectified 

Hearts are Sifted 

Receive the Light 

Receive the Light 





2 portraits of John the Baptist by Leonardo da Vinci 



 

Isenheim Altarpiece (third view)  

by Matthias Grünewald 

 



Verrocchio 

Raphael 

Caravaggio 





Madonna dell'Impannata By Raphael  

Madonna of Foligno by Raphael 



John the Baptist Preaching  

Ansidei Altarpiece  

By Raphael 



The Creation of Eve From Adam by Raphael 

John 1:23 - John the Baptist 

replied in the words of Isaiah the 

prophet: "I am a voice of one 

calling in the wilderness, 'Make 

straight the way of the Lord.' 

Isaiah the Prophet by Raphael 

References to Elijah appear in  

the Old & New Testament,  

the Mishnah & Talmud, the Quran,  

the Book of Mormon, & Bahá'í writings. 



 The Transfiguration - the last painting by Raphael 
Elijah etching  

by Raphael 



John The Baptist by Caravaggio 

Madonna of  

the Goldfinch  

by Raphael 





St John The Evangelist  

& St John The Baptist  

by El Greco 







Weltenwärme (World Heat) 
 

Summer 

In radiant heights 

Where, glistening in the sun, 

The friendly dragonflies are 

Flitting out rays of warmth 

Which blend into the space around, 

There, tarry thou, my soul; 

For thinking of me, they weave 

From sadness, strength. 

Already I can feel 

How they are sensing me; 

How warmth streams from them, 

Permeating me. 

The spirit dissolves 

In cosmic interweaving, 

The earthly heaviness 

Into light of the future. 
~Rudolf Steiner 



Fireflies Dance with Me, Up Above Among the Trees 

2X  

 

The Meaning of the Message Remains a Mystery, 

Hidden in the Rhythm of the Fireflies Flickering 

2X 
 

Ohhh 

2X 



~Hazel Archer-Ginsberg 
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